BACKGROUND                     45
In no other country could this sudden
change create so much of a stir. For in no
other country did the Communists represent
so large a section of the working class;
nowhere else (except, of course, in Russia)
had they wielded such an influence in
politics, or come so near to governmental
responsibility. Moreover, in France, the
Franco-Russian Pact had for years been a
kind of touchstone in politics. I well re-
member the morning when the news of the
Hitler-Stalin Agreement came through: how
the little cafes seethed with excitement and
how some of the Parisian workers sat stunned
and speechless, while others flung themselves
into violent anti-bolshevik tirades: " Russia
has let us down55. And nowhere else, in the
period preceding the coup, had the Commun-
ists increased their hold on the masses by such
unscrupulous methods of entirely uncom-
munist, blatantly nationalist propaganda.
In fact, their patriotic antics had been
disgusting to watch. When they embarked
upon their United Front tactics they had
been ordered to behave nicely towards every-
body who could be enticed to join in the
chorus, and the farther away this somebody
stood the better. Innumerable committees
were formed with brilliant bourgeois names